most previous work has assumed a parameter-based grammatical contrast, I propose that the two languages differ from each other in terms of how they go about processing referential dependencies: whereas English relies primarily on sentence-based structural processing, Korean has recourse to a pragmatically oriented procedure. Evidence from language acquisition, in the form of on-line processing by children, is used to construct a new picture of how knowledge of reflexive pronouns unfolds in the course of development.
Introduction
Two key questions arguably lie at the heart of contemporary research on language, awaiting answers if the field is to move forward: Why do languages have certain properties rather than others? How are the properties appropriate to a particular language acquired during the course of childhood?
Contemporary work in linguistics offers essentially two types of answers to these questions. On the one hand, there is the answer offered by classical Universal I use the term 'processing' in the traditional broad sense to refer to a series of actions that brings about a result. In the context of cognitive science, these actions correspond to mental operations, as when a particular pattern of vibrations on the eardrum is interpreted by the auditory system as the sound of a piano, or a particular pattern of light on the retina is interpreted by the visual system as the image of a tree.
More to the point, processing is also crucial for language, as when a sentence such as Jerry accidentally cut himself is interpreted by the linguistic system as a description of 1) Emergentism is an approach to explanation that seeks to understand the properties of phenomena, including language, in terms of the interaction of more fundamental forces and propensities.
